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Michigan State Bar Foundation 
President’s 2011 Report to the Members 

Margaret J. Nichols, President 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Since its inception in 1947, the Michigan 
State Bar Foundation has made 1,450 grants 
totaling more than $145 million, including $9.2 
million in the last year.  This funding supports 
the Foundation's mission to provide leadership 
and grants to improve access for all to the justice 
system, including support for civil legal aid to 
the poor, law-related education, and conflict 
resolution.   

Foundation grants educate the public about 
the importance of the rule of law, train youth 
and other citizens in peaceful conflict resolution 
and assist those in need with critical civil legal 
services. With help from Foundation grants, 
young people know how to resolve problems 
peacefully; the public has educational 
information about the justice system; teachers 
have new ways to engage students to learn legal 
principles; seniors are able to save their homes 
from unscrupulous contractors; children live in 
safer homes; and low-income families have 
somewhere to go for civil legal help.   

This report highlights the Foundation’s work 
over the last year, including grants which have 
made a difference for people and for the justice 
system.  During the last year, the Foundation 
made grants of $8,533,375 for nonprofit civil 
legal aid agencies across our State, $140,834 for 
projects to improve the administration of justice, 
and $531,710 designated for particular 
organizations from the Access to Justice Fund.  

Additional information about the 
Foundation can be found on the Foundation’s 
website at www.msbf.org. 

 

FOUNDATION FELLOWS 

Over 1,400 distinguished Michigan lawyers 
and judges have been elected as Fellows for 

their professional excellence and community 
contributions since the Foundation established 
the Fellows program in 1984. Fellows have 
contributed over $1.5 million to support the 
Foundation's law-related public service 
programs. Without contributions and leadership 
from the Fellows, many activities described in 
this report would not be possible. 

 

FOUNDATION AWARDS  

The Michigan State Bar Foundation’s highest 
honor is the Founders Award.  It is named for 
the vision of the founders of the Fellows 
program, and the recipient is chosen for 
meeting the criteria of professional excellence 
and outstanding contributions to community.   
Past recipients have included Dennis W. 
Archer, Wallace D. Riley, Charles R. 
Rutherford, Hon. Julian Abele Cook, Jr., 
Kimberly M. Cahill (posthumously), Patrick A. 
Bruetsch and Hon. Avern L. Cohn. The 2010 
posthumous recipient of the Founders Award 
was John W. Cummiskey. 

 Hon. Alfred Butzbaugh, former State Bar 
President and current Foundation Vice 
President, said "Though John passed away in 
2002, the Foundation could not have this high 
award without John having received it." Mr. 
Cummiskey was a Foundation Trustee and long-
time chair of the Foundation's Legal Services 
Grants Committee.  He helped the Foundation 
grow to its current level of significant funding 
and leadership for access to justice.  A former 
chair of the American Bar Association's (ABA) 
Standing Committee on Legal Aid and Indigent 
Defense, he was a strong voice in national, state 
and local efforts to provide civil legal aid for the 
poor.  In 1948, he helped set up legal aid 
organizations across Michigan.  In 1965 he 
worked with future U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
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Lewis Powell (then President of the ABA) and 
the Kennedy administration's Sargent Shriver to 
secure civil legal aid federal funding, which 
continues to this day.   

 In his honor in 1982, the State Bar created 
the John W. Cummiskey Pro Bono Award given 
annually to a Michigan lawyer for exemplary pro 
bono service.  John was a founding member of 
the State Bar's Access to Justice Task Force in 
1996 and, together with the State Bar, the 
Foundation and legal aid programs, began the 
Access to Justice Campaign in 1997 to raise 
private funds for legal aid.  He helped develop a 
legal self-help center, the Legal Assistance 
Center in Grand Rapids, which was dedicated in 
his honor in 2002.  He was a founding member 
of the Grand Rapids law firm of Miller, Johnson, 
Snell and Cummiskey.  

 During the past year, the Foundation 
established a new award, the Access to Justice 
Award, to honor those who have significantly 
advanced access to justice for the poor in 
Michigan. The inaugural recipient to receive the 
award on September 14, 2011 is Robert F. 
Gillett.  Since 1983, Mr. Gillett has been 
Executive Director of Legal Services of South 
Central Michigan, a nonprofit agency based in 
Ann Arbor providing civil legal aid to the poor.  
During his tenure, the program added statewide 
services and went from an annual budget of 
$500,000 to more than $5 million.  In addition, 
Mr. Gillett is a national and state legal services 
leader. He served as Chair of the National Legal 
Aid and Defender Association’s Civil Policy 
Group; Chair of the State Bar Pro Bono 
Initiative; member of the State Bar’s Committee 
on Justice Initiatives, Judicial Crossroads Access 
to Justice Committee and Access to Justice 
Campaign Internal Cabinet; and Co-Chair of the 
Michigan State Planning Body which helps 
coordinate civil and criminal legal assistance for 
low-income persons.  Mr. Gillett taught poverty 
law as a visiting associate professor at the 
University of Michigan Law School.  He also 
helped found or has been counsel to a number 
of community nonprofit organizations and has 
received several awards, including the City of 
Ann Arbor Leadership In Community 

Development Recognition and the Wilma T. 
Donuhue Award for Advocacy for Seniors.  He 
received his B.A. from Kenyon College and his 
J.D. from the University of Michigan. 

   

FUNDING AND OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 

FUNDING SOURCES 

The Foundation has several sources of 
funding to support its programs and grants.  

The IOLTA (Interest on Lawyers Trust 
Accounts) program was adopted by the 
Michigan Supreme Court in 1990.  Under 
IOLTA, the Foundation receives interest on 
lawyers’ pooled trust accounts which hold client 
funds that are too small in amount or held for 
such a brief period to generate net interest over 
costs to benefit the client.  Many Michigan 
banks help provide more revenue for the 
Foundation’s public interest grants by waiving 
fees on IOLTA accounts (see bank Honor Roll at 
www.msbf.org/iolta/HonorRoll.pdf). 

IOLTA provides revenue designated by the 
Michigan Supreme Court for public purposes, 
with seventy percent (70%) of net IOLTA 
proceeds allocated for civil legal aid to the poor. 
 Nationally, IOLTA is the second largest funder 
of civil legal aid for the poor. 

In addition, 15% of net IOLTA funds are 
allocated for improvements in the 
administration of justice (AOJ).  The Foundation 
offers several grant cycles annually for AOJ 
projects that advance law-related education, 
conflict resolution, civil legal aid to the poor, 
and other law-related programs.  Information 
about grant applications and deadlines can be 
found at www.msbf.org. 

Additionally, over the last year, the 
Foundation managed bids and contracts under 
state legislation which directs court filing fees to 
support civil legal aid grants.  Filing Fees and 
IOLTA funds reach all 83 Michigan counties 
through grants to geographically-based legal aid 
providers and also to statewide programs.  

The Foundation also continues to be a 
partner in the Access to Justice (ATJ) Campaign 
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along with the State Bar of Michigan and 
Michigan's civil legal aid programs.  The ATJ 
Campaign seeks private donations to increase 
resources for civil legal aid for the poor.  The 
Foundation holds the Access to Justice Fund and 
receives and manages donations and 
distributions for it.  The Access to Justice Fund 
has received over $10.5 million in contributions 
and pledges since its inception in 1997, 
including nearly $4 million now growing in a 
permanent endowment.  ATJ Fund donations 
make it possible for legal aid agencies to assist 
low-income families throughout Michigan to 
stay safe from family violence, prevent 
homelessness, access medical care, obtain child 
support and resolve other critical civil legal 
needs. 

Since our last members meeting, the 
Foundation distributed $531,710 designated by 
ATJ Fund donors for individual nonprofit legal 
aid programs. Also, earnings from several 
designated ATJ Fund endowments were 
allocated for the designated agencies.  
Contributions from lawyers and judges to the 
ATJ Fund are one method of satisfying 
obligations under the State Bar’s voluntary pro 
bono standard, and many Foundation members 
have made their own gifts to this important 
effort. For information about how to support the 
ATJ Fund, see www.atjfund.org. 

Other sources of funding include private 
donations received through the Fellows 
program, the Memorial and Tribute Program, 
the Irwin I. Cohn Endowment Fund and the 
Michael Franck Fund (see details in the 
“Contributions” section on page 7.) 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 

Despite historically-low interest rates, the 
Foundation benefitted in recent years from the 
amended IOLTA rule (MRPC 1.15) adopted in 
2005 by the Michigan Supreme Court.  Now, 
IOLTA accounts may only be kept at financial 
institutions which pay IOLTA customers rates 
comparable to rates generally available to that 
institution's similarly-situated non-IOLTA 
customers.  The increase in revenue during 
higher interest rate periods allowed the 

Foundation to establish a reserve for the 
purpose of sustaining annual grant levels and 
supporting selected strategies to advance legal 
aid services throughout Michigan. 

These reserves have kept annual IOLTA 
grants at their prior levels, avoiding drastic cuts 
to grants made by IOLTA foundations in other 
states in the last few years.  Also, the additional 
revenue permitted the Foundation to create a 
special one-time funding pool of over $1 
million. Guided by a grantee input process, the 
Foundation made over $1 million in grants for 
multi-year projects which are still underway to 
provide services for: foreclosure legal assistance 
throughout the state, statewide support for 
immigration law assistance, increased pro bono 
transactional help for nonprofit organizations 
throughout the state and expansion of assistance 
for the self-represented (including web-based 
tools and support for additional local legal 
resource centers). 

Seven legal aid programs collaborate on the 
statewide foreclosure project which covers all 
counties in the state.  Its services include 
representation, legal education to help 
individuals understand their rights, policy 
advocacy and credit counseling.  The 
Foundation's early funding for this effort helped 
leverage additional grants from other funders to 
support greatly expanded services over four 
years.  The Foundation also partnered with one 
of the other funders on an in-depth evaluation 
of both the project and this collaborative 
delivery model. 
 
 The funds that the Foundation directed 
toward enhancing access to justice for the self-
represented have already supported a study of 
existing self-help resources in the state and 
educational sessions for persons from self-help 
centers or otherwise working on self-help.  The 
funds are now also assisting the work of the 
Solutions on Self-Help (SOS) Task Force 
established in April, 2010 by then Chief Justice 
Marilyn Kelly to enhance support for the self-
represented in Michigan.  Foundation Executive 
Director Linda Rexer co-chairs the SOS Task 
Force and Judge Al Butzbaugh chairs one of its 
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work groups.   
 

There are some 70 people on SOS Task 
Force work groups, about 1/3 of whom are 
judges or others from the court system, including 
SCAO and MJI leaders.  Others include bars, 
legal aid, law schools, libraries, counties and 
others.  One SOS Task Force effort is developing 
a pilot project to test a statewide self-help 
interactive web site with several affiliated local 
self-help centers.  During the past year, a 
Request for Proposals was issued for vendors for 
that pilot web site.  The Michigan Poverty Law 
Program was selected and has gotten web site 
development underway, with plans to launch 
the site in late 2011.  It, and other SOS Task 
Force efforts, will be assessed next year to see if 
and how they should be expanded so that local 
communities and courts can access quality, 
centralized resources to assist the self-
represented in their jurisdictions. 

 
The Foundation has provided funding for all 

SOS Task Force work groups to obtain expert 
consultants.  During the past year, two of the 
work groups joined to commission a national 
court management expert, John Greacen, to 
produce a report and recommendations.  The 
report, "Resources to Assist Self-Represented 
Litigants: A Fifty-State Review of the State of the 
Art," contains a wealth of information on 
innovations from other states regarding self-help 
and 25 recommendations that the SOS Task 
Force will review during the next year.   Because 
the report may also assist other states, a link to 
the report appears on national self-help or 
access to justice web sites. (See full report at 
http://msbf.org/selfhelp/resources.htm; for 25 
Michigan recommendations, also see 
http://msbf.org/selfhelp/appendices/GreacenRep
ortMichiganRecommendationsMay2011.pdf.) 

  
Other Task Force work areas include: 1) a 

curricula for courts and others who encounter 
the self-represented, 2) efforts to improve 
uniformity and consistency of forms and 
practices and 3) possible changes in rules or 
ethics provisions related to better support for the 
self-represented. Foundation funding is helping 

all of the Task Force workgroups.   

During the past fiscal year, Foundation 
Board and staff leaders participated in the State 
Bar’s Judicial Crossroads Task Force and its 
subgroups.  The Task Force issued its final report 
in January, 2011.  That report includes a section 
on the need to address the large number of self-
represented persons and also included 
recommendations covering court structure, 
business needs and technology   
(www.michbar.org/judicialcrossroads/JudicialCro
ssroadsReport.pdf). 

Because the State Bar's Voluntary Pro Bono 
Standard involves both volunteer legal services 
and financial donations to support civil legal aid 
for low-income persons, the Foundation works 
with the State Bar on the Bar’s Circle of 
Excellence (COE) which recognizes law firms 
that meet the annual aspirational goals of the 
Pro Bono Standard. The Foundation and the 
State Bar work together on the COE application 
process and support a committee to decide on 
COE firms. A recognition flyer including COE 
firms and the largest cumulative ATJ Fund donor 
firms is jointly published annually by the State 
Bar and the Foundation (see current flyer on 
page 8). 

Foundation representatives continued to 
participate in the State Planning Body which 
includes civil legal aid and indigent defense 
providers, bar and bench leaders, the State Bar 
of Michigan and the Foundation.  Its work 
involves projects that can be addressed 
collectively to improve the delivery of legal aid 
for the poor.  In addition, Foundation 
representatives continue to serve on the State 
Bar's Committee on Justice Initiatives which 
addresses pro bono, criminal issues, equal 
access and justice policy matters. Nationally, 
Foundation Executive Director Linda Rexer 
continued to serve on the American Bar 
Association Commission on IOLTA and, Ms. 
Rexer also serves as co-chair of the ABA 
National Association of IOLTA Programs 
National Technical Assistance Committee which 
assists state IOLTA programs, including those 
developing IOLTA rate comparability programs.  
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Foundation staff also continued to work with 
State Bar staff, as well as representatives from 
the Michigan Banker's Association and the 
Attorney Grievance Commission on 
implementation of MRPC 1.15A which requires 
Michigan lawyers to maintain their client or 
third-person trust accounts at financial 
institutions that agree to report overdrafts and 
have been approved by the State Bar of 
Michigan. The Foundation was part of the 
planning and implementation team for this in 
order to assist consistency with the IOLTA 
program. 

The Foundation continues its membership in 
the Council of Michigan Foundation and serves 
on its committee to develop a statewide "Closing 
Opportunities Gaps" in Michigan summit.  
Resources from the Council of Michigan 
Foundations assisted Foundation Trustee 
Richard K. Rappleye in compiling a "Code of 
Ethics" which was adopted by the Foundation 
Trustees during the past year. 

 

GRANT PROGRAMS 

 All Foundation grants are approved by the 
Board of Trustees under published criteria for 
each grant program after review and 
recommendations by staff and the appropriate 
grants committee. The process includes an 
applicant’s written application, signed grant 
assurances, and often additional information 
requested by Foundation staff after receipt of 
the grant proposal. The Foundation receives and 
manages all data electronically to facilitate 
analyzing information. Each recipient must have 
an evaluation plan and must submit a report 
after the project is completed and often an 
interim report while the project is active.  The 
Foundation has also used outside experts to 
evaluate programs or groups of similar services 
to gain constructive feedback and learn how to 
better target future grants.  

Grant conditions are often used to promote 
accountability, collaboration or replicability. 
These requirements promote more effective and 
efficient grant making by linking one applicant 

with another, facilitating sharing materials and 
lessons, or encouraging matching grants from 
other funders, thus leveraging scarce funding 
resources. 

The Foundation's two major grant programs 
are: 1) support for civil legal services to the poor 
and 2) improvements in the administration of 
justice. Detailed descriptions of the 
Foundation’s grant programs, application forms, 
criteria and other information can be found at 
www.msbf.org. 

 

LEGAL AID GRANTS 

Supporting civil legal aid for the poor is the 
Foundation's largest grants program, awarding 
more than $9 million in annual and special 
funding in the last year.  Despite these resources 
and impressive efforts by the state's nonprofit 
civil legal aid programs to achieve efficiencies 
and innovations, the need remains far greater 
than available resources.   

An American Bar Association study has 
estimated that no more than 20% of the civil 
legal needs of the poor are being met each year, 
and a 2005 Michigan study also showed legal 
aid programs must turn away nearly half of those 
who seek their help due to lack of resources. 
Michigan's difficult economy has widened that 
gap even further.  Persons who live at or below 
200% of the federal poverty standard qualify for 
help from legal aid agencies.  In Michigan, that 
is more than 3.1 million persons.  For a family of 
two, the annual income to receive this free legal 
aid is about $29,000 per year.  

Legal aid programs funded by the 
Foundation closed 55,628 cases for low-income 
persons in Michigan last year in areas of family, 
housing, consumer, income and other 
challenges faced by clients.   

Some 37,556 (68%) clients benefited from 
legal advice and counsel for problems that could 
be prevented or resolved through informing 
clients of their legal rights and responsibilities. 
Talking with an attorney about a problem before 
action is taken often helps people make good 
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choices as employees, tenants, parents or 
citizens, and it can prevent the legal problem 
from getting worse.  

Another 8,612 (15%) were helped with 
limited action services such as filling out forms, 
calling a landlord or reviewing documents, so 
that disputes could be worked out without going 
to court.  An additional 7,171 clients received 
representation through litigation (4%), 
negotiated settlements (5%) or administrative 
agency decisions (4%) helping with problems 
affecting basics such as food, shelter, 
employment and access to health care.  

Also, 2,289 (4%) received extensive services 
or other services, such as legal research, 
preparation of complex documents, extensive 
interaction with third parties or ongoing help to 
persons proceeding pro se. Legal aid programs 
work closely with community agencies on 
referrals and finding solutions for recurring 
problems.   

Leal aid programs also handle a significant 
number of non-case “matters” that help clients 
prevent legal problems or seek community 
solutions, such as referrals for human service 
help, legal education, and community outreach 
or trainings.  Also, working with the State Bar 
and local bars, legal aid programs have recruited 
and supported pro bono attorneys who gave 
more than 35,289 hours of free legal help last 
year to educate and serve low-income families.  

Through their work every day, nonprofit 
legal aid programs make a difference in their 
communities and our State.  They keep families 
safe from domestic violence, help the disabled 
obtain access to health care, protect a senior’s 
home from predatory lenders, educate a 
community about their legal rights and 
responsibilities, or otherwise assist with civil legal 
needs.  Five statewide programs and seven 
regional programs received annual legal services 
grants to support the delivery of civil legal aid for 
the poor.   See the list of 2010 annual legal aid 
grantees at the end of this report.  Also see the 
Foundation's “Justice for All” report, at 
www.msbf.org, for more details on legal aid 
grants. 

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE GRANTS 

The Foundation’s Administration of Justice 
Grants Programs often helps innovative ideas get 
off the ground, expand successful projects for 
replication in other communities, and provide 
educational materials in print and on the 
Internet to expand access to law-related 
education.  In the last decade, the Foundation 
has distributed over $4 million in Administration 
of Justice Grants for projects that improve the 
administration of justice through law-related 
education, conflict resolution, or assisting the 
delivery of civil legal aid to the poor. 

  Frequently, AOJ grantees will work 
together as a result of Foundation grant 
conditions encouraging collaborative efforts. 
Many partnerships forged while working 
together on AOJ grant projects have lasted long 
after the project was finished.  Also, receiving an 
AOJ grant often creates opportunities for 
recipient organizations to obtain additional or 
matching funding from other sources. 

This past year, $140,834 was awarded for 
the following 10 Administration of Justice grants:  

20th Circuit Court – Ottawa County was 
awarded up to $12,325 toward costs of hiring 
an attorney supervisor for services to assist self-
represented litigants. 

Dispute Resolution Center of West Michigan 
was awarded up to $15,000 toward costs of the 
expansion of the law-related education and 
diversion program for non-violent teen 
offenders. 

Dispute Resolution Education Resources was 
awarded up to $10,000 toward costs of funding 
a study on whether mediation can reduce the 
cost of resolving complaints filed with state 
executive branch agencies. 

Elder Law of Michigan was awarded up to 
$20,000 as bridge funding to continue their 
legal services program assisting low-income 
older adults. 

Judicial Selection Task Force was awarded up 
to $35,000 toward research and information 
gathering on the history and methods of judicial 
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selection. 

Justice for Our Neighbors – West Michigan 
was awarded up to $5,000 for monthly 
presentations to immigrant detainees on their 
legal rights and responsibilities. 

Legal Assistance Center was awarded up to 
$4,509 to develop materials and train district 
court clerks about forms and services available 
from the Center.  

Legal Services of South Central Michigan was 
awarded up to $20,000 toward matching funds 
for two Equal Justice Works-AmeriCorps Legal 
Fellows. 

Michigan Center for Civic Education will 
receive up to $10,000 toward hiring a 
consultant to assist planning for a transition in 
location, web development and other 
operational matters. 

Strategic Partnership of Michigan, Inc. was 
awarded up to $9,000 toward costs of 
producing multilingual videos, written guides 
and seminars for immigration attorneys. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS  

Many of the Foundation’s charitable 
programs would not be possible without tax-
deductible gifts to the Foundation.   

Foundation Membership:  

Foundation membership is open to all members 
in good standing of the State Bar of Michigan 
upon payment of dues.  

Foundation Fellows:  

Fellows who meet the criteria of professional 
excellence and service to community are 
elected by the Foundation Trustees after 
nomination by other Fellows.  Fellows make a 
membership financial pledge at three levels of 
membership:  Patron, Supporting and Fellow. 
Existing Fellows may upgrade their membership 
category at any time.  Life Fellows have no 
further financial obligation; however, many Life 
Fellows continue to make voluntary donations. 

 

Memorial/Tribute Fund:  

Gifts in memory of deceased individuals may be 
made to the Foundation’s Memorial Fund. 
Donations may also be made to the 
Foundation’s Tribute Fund, which honors 
accomplishments of living persons. 

Group Life Insurance:  

State Bar members participating in the group life 
insurance program administered by the Goebel 
Group may choose to contribute their annual 
dividends to the Foundation. To do so, contact 
the Goebel Group at (800) 632-4591. 

Michael Franck Fund for Professional 
Responsibility:  

This fund was established in memory of the 
long-time Executive Director of the State Bar of 
Michigan to support projects promoting 
professional responsibility. 

Irwin I. Cohn Memorial Fund: 

The Irwin I. Cohn Memorial Fund supports law-
related education and teacher training in the 
areas of citizenship, delinquency prevention, 
critical thinking and ethics education. 

Access to Justice Fund: 

The Access to Justice Fund supports civil legal 
aid for the poor, including building a permanent 
statewide endowment to generate future 
revenue and supporting local legal aid program 
fundraising through the Access to Justice Fund.  
The Access to Justice Campaign is a partnership 
of the State Bar of Michigan, the Michigan State 
Bar Foundation and Michigan’s civil legal aid 
providers.  For more information see 
www.atjfund.org. 



Access to Justice Fund Cumulative Donor Societies
 Acknowledging gifts from the ATJ Campaign’s inception through 8/31/2011

Justice Society ($500,000+)
 Anonymous
 W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Warner Norcross & Judd LLP
Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP

Founders ($100,000-$499,999) 
 Anonymous
 Bodman, LLP
 Dickinson Wright, PLLC
 Dykema Gossett, PLLC
 Ford Motor Company
 General Motors Company
 Howard & Howard
 Mika Meyers Beckett & Jones PLC
 Miller, Canfi eld, Paddock and Stone, PLC
 Miller Johnson
 Minority Counsel
 Professionals Direct 
 Rhoades McKee PC
 Thomas, Garvey, Garvey & Sciotti, PLLC
 Varnum LLP

Humanitarians ($50,000-$99,999)
 Anonymous
 Butzel Long
 Clark Hill, PLC
 Conlin, McKenney & Philbrick, PC
 DTE Energy Company and The DTE Energy Foundation
 Robert F. Garvey

Humanitarians ($50,000-$99,999) continued 
 Law Weathers
 Michael & Peggy Pitt Charitable Trust
 Michigan State Bar Foundation
 The Miller Foundation
 Pear Sperling Eggan & Daniels, PC
 Pitt, McGehee, Palmer, Rivers & Golden, PC
 Sommers Schwartz, PC 
 SBM Business Law Section

Presidents ($25,000-$49,999)
 Anonymous
 Barris, Sott, Denn & Driker, PLLC
 Hon. Alfred M. Butzbaugh
 Comerica, Inc. 
 DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund
 Foley & Lardner LLP
 George A. Googasian
 Gruel Mills Nims & Pylman LLP
 Hooper, Hathaway, Price, Beuche & Wallace, PC
 Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss, PC
 Johnson, Rosati, LaBarge, Aseltyne & Field, PC
 Brian J. McKeen
 McShane & Bowie PLC
 Michigan State University College of Law
 Jon R. Muth
 Paul Goebel Group
 Price, Heneveld, Cooper, DeWitt & Litton, LLP
 Arthur and Elizabeth Snell
 State Bar of Michigan

2011 Pro Bono Circle of Excellence

Large Firms    
 Barris, Sott, Denn & Driker, PLLC
 Bodman, LLP
 Butzel Long
 Clark Hill, PLC
 Conlin, McKenney & Philbrick, PC
 Dickinson Wright, PLLC
 Dykema Gossett, PLLC
 Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP 
 Hooper, Hathaway, Price, Beuche & Wallace, PC
 Howard & Howard
 Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss, PC 
 Kendricks, Bordeau, Adamini, Chilman & Greenlee, PC
 Kerr, Russell and Weber, PLC
 Kienbaum Opperwall Hardy & Pelton, PLC
 Law Weathers 
 Miller, Canfi eld, Paddock and Stone, PLC
 Miller Johnson
 Pear Sperling  Eggan & Daniels, PC
 Pepper Hamilton LLP
 Price, Heneveld, Cooper, DeWitt & Litton LLP

Rader, Fishman & Grauer, PLLC
 Rhoades McKee PC
 Sinas, Dramis, Brake, Boughton & McIntyre, PC
 Thrun Law Firm, PC
 Varnum LLP
 Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP

Small Firms
 Alane & Chartier, PLC
 Bidwell Tovarez PLLC
 Bos & Glazier
 Buckles & Buckles, PLC
 Dodge & Dodge
 Garris, Garris, Garris & Garris, PC
 Gruel Mills Nims & Pylman LLP
 Kessler Mullkoff & Hooberman
 McGarry Bair PC
 Nichols, Sacks, Slank, Sendelbach & Buiteweg, PC
 Parsons Ringsmuth PLC
 Pence & Numinen, PC
 Pinsky Smith Fayette & Kennedy LLP
 Pitt, McGehee, Palmer, Rivers & Golden, PC
 Schmick Law Offi ces, PC
 Simon & Geherin, PLLC
 Soble Rowe & Krichbaum
 Thomas, Garvey, Garvey & Sciotti, PLLC
 Willis Law

Corporations
 DTE Energy Company
 Ford Motor Company
 General Motors Company 

Note: Law fi rm gifts may include contributions and pledges from individual members of the fi rm whose gifts are also noted separately.

Recognizing law fi rms that fully met the State Bar of Michigan's Voluntary Pro Bono Standard
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The Michigan State Bar Foundation provides  
leadership and grants 

to improve access for all to the justice system, 
including support for civil legal aid to the poor, 
law-related education, and conflict resolution. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MICHIGAN STATE BAR FOUNDATION 
Michael Franck Building 

306 Townsend Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 

Phone (800) 968-6723  -  FAX (517) 371-3325 
Web Site: www.msbf.org 
E-Mail: msbf@msbf.org 


