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MPLP ‘s consumer attorney also conducted a training
on payday lending for LSNM. Requests for service from
the field remained very high (more than 1,000). MPLP provided 17 days of training (including
mini-seminars) with 551 individuals attending and MPLP convened and staffed 18 taskforce meet-
ings that attracted 263 attendees. MPLP also continued its systemic advocacy work with the third
year of the Michigan Advocacy Project (MAP) formed by MPLP and Michigan League for Human
Service. During 2002, MAP provided legislative advocacy on issues affecting the elderly, predatory
mortgage lending, and family law.
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Community Outreach and Collaboration. In 2002, MPLP continued to play a significant role
in staffing statewide technology initiatives, including piloting a new statewide case management
system (PIKA); gathering, updating and posting community legal education materials from around
the state; developing the new statewide website, Ml LawHelp; and developing on-line pro se
materials. MPLP's web site recorded over 2.2 million hits and more than 120,000 user sessions.
MPLP is also developing a forms generation module to be integrated into the pro se channel on the
MI LawHelp website. It presents an ordered list of questions to users to screen their eligibility for
assistance and to modify the path each user takes through the question sets. Taking the users'
answers, the module fills out standard court forms for the user. It is designed to provide pleadings
for relatively simple or nonadversarial proceedings that the user can file in court. In May 2002,
MPLP worked with the Michigan Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence in sponsoring a
Domestic Violence Civil Legal Assistance Training to assist court referees and shelter advocates.
Much of MPLP's outreach is to other legal aid providers who ask MPLP's specialists for assistance or
through presentations by MPLP staff at other legal aid program offices.

Pro Bono Support. In partnership with the State Bar of
Michigan, MPLP helps to support the Michigan Litigation
Assistance Partnership Program (MI-LAPP), which links the Consumer
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resources of large law firms and corporate law departments 15.8% 16
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with complex cases and representation of organizations.

Through another MPLP/MI-LAPP partner, Community Legal
Resources, volunteer law firms are recruited to help

nonprofit agencies with transactional and corporate needs. Housing
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community agencies and bar groups to expand pro bono other
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issues; and immigration issues.
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